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RENEWABLE ENERGY POLICY REVIEW
MALTA
Malta is totally dependent upon imported fossil fuels for its energy needs, currently over 63% of the primary
energy is used for power generation. Renewable Energy Sources (RES) could play a key role for the Island
economy. Due to the lack of support mechanisms little development of RES exists so far. However, the potential
for solar and wind is substantial. The Maltese government is currently creating a framework for support
measures. However it has set up in the meantime national indicative targets for RES-e lower than the ones

agreed to in its Accession Treaty to the EU (between 0.31% and 1.31%, instead of 5%). Solar thermal applications
(for hot water requirements) are RES with highest penetration rate in Malta.

KEY FIGURES
e The share of RES in total primary energy consumption was of 0.22% in 2006.
e The share of RES in the gross final energy consumption was 0 % in 2005.
e The share of RES in the gross electricity production was 0% in 2006.
e The share of biofuels in the transport sector in 2006 was 0.52%.

e Malta energy dependence on imports amounts to 100% in 2005.

RES POLICY
RES TARGETS

Mandatory targets set by the newly proposed RES Framework Directive from 2008

! Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and the Council on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources from January
2008(the targets agreed but the directive is on legislative process)



e 10% share of RES on the final consumption of energy in 2020.

e At least 10% share of biofuels of final consumption of energy in transport in that Member State in 2020.

Indicative Target set by the RES- electricity European Directive from 2001
e 5 % Share of RES on gross electricity consumption by 2010. However, at the national level, it has been
decided to aim for 0.31%, excluding large wind farms and waste combustion plants, or for 1.31% in the

event that the plans are implemented.

Indicative Target set by the European Biofuels Directive from 2003°

e Biofuels consumption of 5.75% of petrol and diesel use for transport in 2010.

Progress towards the Targets

A The total RES-e production in 2006 was 0.01 GWh and, therefore, the RES-e share of gross electricity
consumption was effectively zero percent.

A Malta has exceeded the target for biofuel production it had set for 2005 (0.30%); the actual share of
biofuel in 2006 was 0.58%.
POLICY INSTRUMENTS
Support for RES electricity
In order to promote the uptake of RES, the Maltese government is currently creating a framework for support
measures. However it has set has set in the meantime national indicative targets for RES-e lower than the ones
agreed to in its Accession Treaty (between 0.31% and 1.31%, instead of 5%).
Capital grants

e (Capital grants on PVs and microwind for domestic use.

e Net metering with aspill tariff-e n®dn1 K 12 KO®
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Directive 2007/71/EC on the promotion of electricity produced from renewable energy sources in the internal electricity market. Currently in force, sets
targets up to 2010.

* Directive 2003/30/EC on the promotion of the use of biofuels or other renewable fuels for transport Currently in force, sets targets up to 2010, with
indicative targets by 2005.



Others

e Government leading by example (PV installations on public buildings and micro-wind installations).

e Government has announced intention to allocate further funds to support RES-E from such installations.

Support for RES Heating and Cooling
Capital grants

Capital grants on solar water heaters for domesticuse (25% I NJ y i 2y O2ali

Support for biofuels

Quota
Resource Quota in % (per year) Year Comments
Biofuels 0.3% 2005 Guideline
Biofuels 5.75% 2010 Compulsory

Thereis Exemptiorof excise dutyor biofuels .
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Sources:
European Commission Factsheets by Country

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/energy policy/facts en.htm

Member States Reports in the framework of the Directive 2001/77/EC on renewable electricity

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/legislation/electricity member states en.htm

Member States Reports in the framework of the Directive 2003/30/EC on biofuels

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/legislation/biofuels members states en.htm

Malta Resources Authority

http://www.mra.org.mt/
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http://www.energies-renouvelables.org/observ-er/sig/eufores/sig.asp
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In the framework of the EU co ¢funded project: RES 2020: Monitoring and Evaluation of the RES Directives implementation in EU27 and
policy recommendations to 2020
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The sole responsibility for the content of this publication lies with the authors. It does not represent the opinion of the Community. The European
Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.
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