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ĂEnergy 4 Cohesionñ

ñépreparing the ground for the extended us of 

Structural Funds for innovative energy actions in 

the rural environmentéñ 

Dr. Christian Epp, Martha Bissmann,

WIP Renewable Energies
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Presentation Structure

ÅInnovative Energy Actions in the Rural 

Environment

ÅChallenges for Cohesion Funding

ÅStrategies of E4C

ÅExploitation of Results

ÅSummary and Conclusion
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Interdisciplinary

Team with 25 people

Project Department Event Department

Management and realisation of 

innovative RE actions

Organisation of European RE 

Conferences and Seminars

RE Specialists on since 

more than 20 years
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Current WIP Focus:

Rural Development based on RES

ĄWIP is currently working with 14 

target regions in Eastern and South 

Europe 

Organisation of European Biomass Conference: 

Ą 16th European Biomass Conference & Exhibition in Valencia 

in June 2008
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Rural regions are the 

losers of the EU 

enlargement process

ÁDecline of infrastructure

ÁUnemployment and migration

ÁRising prices for basic needs

ÁPolicies of ñstrong centresò
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Energy - Opportunities

ÅUse of own energy resources

ÅSecure energy supply to 

affordable prices

ÅStrengthening of rural economy 

ÅAccumulation of know-how and 

perspectives for young people

ĄRaising the awareness for regionós own strengths
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Bioenergy - Business Fields 

ÅMobilising of biomass

ÅWaste disposal 

ÅBiofuel production

ÅProduction of heat and 

electricity

ÅConsultation and services

Ą Bio-Energy provides a wide field of services and goods
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Best Practice ñG¿ssingò

- 1988: Poorest region of Austria 

- 1990: Decision of the city parliament for 100 % energy autarky

-Since then: 

More than 55 Mio Euro Investment

50 new companies with 1000 new jobs

200 ñstudy touristsò per week 

ĂG¿ssingñ would not have been possible without EU funding!
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Relevant SF framework conditions

+ RE benefits for disadvantaged regions are perfectly 
in line with SF objectives

+ The financial resources of SF can give a significant 
push to RE development in entire Europe.

- SF administration is not ideal for RE promotion

- SF distribution is under big pressure of strong lobby 
groups

Ą Few Best Practice Projects are known so far
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Best Practice Salôa, Slovakia

- District heating for 18.000 inhabitants switched 
from natural gas to biomass (wood and straw)

- Significant reduction of heat prices

- Very good employment effects

Co-financed by SF with 11 

Mio Euro (41 %)


