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CHALLENGES FOR EUROPE

Å increasingly dependent on fuel and natural gas 
imports . It now imports 50% of its energy needs and 
in 2030 this figure will rise to 70% with an increasing 
share for fossil fuels. 

Åglobal efforts towards sustainable development and 
climate change mitigation . Forthcoming negotiations 
on a climate regime for the post -2012 period and ôBali 
Roadmapõ by the end of 2009.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES : THE MOST ATTRACTIVE OPTION TO 
DIVERSIFY THE EUõS ENERGY SUPPLY

Å local availability,
Å environmental benefits,
Å strengthening EUõssecurity of supply,
Å contribution to employment and
Å increase of competitiveness of European industry .

Decentralized energy production environmental & financial benefits
Especially for rural communities and isolated areas (mountain and island

regions)

- utilisation of local energy sources,
- shortening of transport distances (biomass),
- reduction of energy transmission losses,
- fostering community development (i .e. by providing income source and

creating jobs locally) and cohesion,
- provision of incentives to local population to stay or return home
- image for local community.
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ENERGY AND CLIMATE PACKAGE

binding targets for 2020

1. reduce greenhouse gases by at least 20% 

2. increase to 20% the share of renewable energy in the 
energy consumption. 

further discussions are needed on

- virtual trading of GOs (unspecific operational description, 
unclear legal ground, possibility to put at risk the current 
systems of national support schemes) 
- enforceable intermediate targets 
-proportionate and dissuasive penalties

Europe's leadership role in promoting international action to tackle 
climate change can succeed  only through a common vision.
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From cohesion policyé.

- designed to offset the burden of the single market for the less 
favoured regions : In the 80's and 90's there were significant 
disparities between North and South Europe

..to energy for cohesion 

- The main focus during the upcoming programming period 2007 -
2013 of the Structural Funds lies on the Lisbon Criteria : 
sustainability, higher employment rates, increased economic 
growth  

- Southern Europe has a considerable potential of renewable 
energy resources, the use of which could foster European 
cohesion 
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Experiences of active municipalities prove that the 
projects increasing energy efficiency and utilisation 
of renewable energy technologies bring to the 
communities several benefits :

- independence on fossil fuels , 

- reduction of energy consumption, 

- improved air quality, 

- stronger competitiveness of a region, 

- stimulation of regional development through innovation and job 
creation and

- higher energy awareness of the local actors (citizens).
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"Renewable sources of energy can be the locomotive of 
the next industrial revolution, based on technologies with low CO2 

emissionsò Commissioner Mr Piebalgs 

- structural funds may act as an important catalyst as they 
encourage investors to commit, enable stable technological 
deployment and cost reductions, and encourage research. 

- further support for renewable energy is needed as long as 
technologies are still developing and market prices for non -
renewable energy do not reflect their full costs to society 

- better use of the Community's financial instruments , especially 
regarding the energy issues that are a full component of regional 
and urban development, and to use this new opportunity in the 
most sustainable way 
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THUS:

�9We welcome the results of " E4C" 
project. 

�9We stick to the principle of " E4C" 
and try to build on it.
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