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EREC PRESS RELEASE  

 
EREC broadly supports the Turmes report adopted by the Energy Committee  

of the European Parliament 
 
 
Brussels, 11th of September 2008 - EREC welcomes the strong signal sent by the Energy 
/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ 
all political groups to find compromises on the most important issues have lead to significantly 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ 9w9/ tƻƭƛŎȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ hƭƛǾŜǊ {ŎƘŅŦŜǊΦ ά¢ƘŜ wŀǇǇƻǊǘŜǳǊ Ƙŀǎ 
done an excellent work in reaching such a strong cross-party agreement. HoweveǊέΣ ǎŀȅǎ hƭƛǾŜǊ 
{ŎƘŅŦŜǊΣ άǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ƻƴ ōƛƻŦǳŜƭǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ŦǳŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊέΦ  
 
Concerning flexibility mechanisms, the report provides flexibility for Member States and removes 
the legal uncertainties of ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǊǎΩ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέΣ 
ǎŀȅǎ hƭƛǾŜǊ {ŎƘŅŦŜǊΦ άDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ς with this proposal- will also be able to maintain control over 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜƳέΦ .ƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŀŎŎŜss to the electricity 
ƎǊƛŘ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅέΣ ŀŘŘǎ hƭƛǾŜǊ 
Schäfer.  
 
άaŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǇǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ renewable energy 
obligation in buildingsέ ǎŀȅǎ 9w9/ tƻƭƛŎȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ άǿƘŜǊŜōȅ ƴŜǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜǎέΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƎƛŎ 
ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎέΦ 
 
Last but not least, EREC supports strong sustainability criteria ŦƻǊ ōƛƻŦǳŜƭǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άǿŜ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ 
that the greenhouse gas savings are set too high from the very first entry into force of the Directive 
ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŀǇǘέΣ ǎŀȅǎ 9w9/ tƻƭƛŎȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ aƻǊŜΣ άǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
interim target for renewable energies in transport which is lower than the present target for 
biofuels in the existing Biofuels Directive- bears no logic. The ultimate goal is to produce biofuels in 
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a sustainable way, which we clearly can. ThŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ōƛƻŦǳŜƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊέΦ  
 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎǊƻǎǎ-party agreement in the Committee sends a very strong signal to the Council to 
ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ōƛƻŦǳŜƭǎ 
some corrŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜέΣ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 9w9/ tƻƭƛŎȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ 
 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

EREC, the European Renewable Energy Council, is the umbrella organisation of the major European renewable energy industry, trade and research 
associations active in the field of photovoltaics, small hydropower, solar thermal, bioenergy, ocean & marine, geothermal, wi nd energy and 
biofuels. It represents an industry with an annual tur nover of more than 40 billion ú and more than 350.000 employees. 

 
EREC represents:  
 

¶ AEBIOM (European Biomass Association)  
 

¶ eBIO (European Bioethanol Fuel Association)  
 

¶ EGEC (European Geothermal Energy Council)  
 

¶ EPIA (European Photovoltaic Industry Association)  
 

¶ EREF (European Renewable Energies Federation)  
 

¶ ESHA (European Small Hydropower Association)  
 

¶ ESTELA (European Solar Thermal Electricity Association)  
 

¶ ESTIF (European Solar Thermal Industry Federation)  
 

¶ EUBIA (European Biomass Industry Association)  
 

¶ EU-OEA (European Ocean Energy Association)  
 

¶ EUREC Agency (European Renewable Energy Research Centres Agency)  
 

¶ EWEA (European Wind Energy Association)  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 


