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Press Release – 23 November 2006 
 
EU Institutions disagree on the future road map for 
renewables 
 
Today, the European Parliament provided a clear signal on how to promote 
renewable energy in the EU up to 2020. At the same moment, several Member 
States paid no more than lip service to renewable energy, failing to provide 
concrete measures at an informal meeting in Brussels today.  
 
The European Parliament’s ITRE Committee today responded to the European 
Commission’s Green Paper on sustainable, competitive and secure energy by calling 
for binding sectoral targets for renewables in order to achieve 25% of renewables in 
primary energy by 2020. 
 
Separately, but at the same time as the vote in the Parliament, Member States 
expressed, once more, their commitment to renewables without recognising the need 
for concrete measures to reach a higher share of renewables in the EU. Many 
Member States expressed their concerns about continuing the current structure of 
EU renewable energy policy, which is based on specific targets for the three sectors: 
electricity, heating and transport. 
 
“At a time when rapid action and concrete policy measures are needed to address 
the future energy and climate challenges, some Member States suggest that 
voluntary agreements, vague legislation and ambiguous commitments are the way 
forward for renewable energy policy in Europe. The European Renewable Energy 
Industries do not share this view.” said EREC policy director Oliver Schäfer. 
 
In a statement at the end of the Energy Council today, Energy Commissioner Andris 
Piebalgs said that mandatory targets are the best option to increase the share of 
renewable energy in Europe.  
 
 “The European renewable energy industries call on the European Commission to 
support the European Parliament’s approach in its upcoming Renewable Energy 
Roadmap, anything else would threaten to dismantle the current, successful 
framework for renewables” Schäfer added. 
 
The EU should continue its successful approach of specific sectoral targets to avoid 
putting existing frameworks under threat and creating widespread investor 
uncertainty. 
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Notes to the Editors: 
 
 
These three different sectors –electricity, heating/cooling, biofuels- all contribute to a 
sustainable, secure and competitive energy supply, but the industries, the needs, the 
barriers to growth and the necessary legislative frameworks behind are 
fundamentally different. 
 
For industries producing renewable electricity the discussion in the Council is 
worrying because it implies that the successful EC Directive 77 / 2001 will loose part 
of its meaning if no specific national targets are set for time beyond 2010.  
 
The investment dynamic in the renewable heating and cooling industry might be 
discouraged if the position of the Council would be confirmed: this sector has been 
neglected by policy makers for a long time and is now expecting a clear commitment 
from the Member States, following the recommendations of the European 
Parliament. 
 
 
 
 
 
EREC, the European Renewable Energy Council (EREC) is the umbrella 
organisation of the European renewable energy industry, trade and research 
associations active in the field of photovoltaic, small hydropower, solar thermal, 
biomass, geothermal and wind energy 
 
A position paper on the “Need for sectoral renewable energy targets” can be sent on 
request 
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