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POLICY update 

 

News on the Renewable Energy Directive 

 

¶ Adoption of the Turmes Report on the in the European Parliament 

The Energy Committee of the European Parliament has adopted on the 11th of September  the Turmes report 
on the Renewable Energy Directive.  

Concerning flexibility mechanisms, the report provides flexibility for Member States and removes the legal 
uncertainties ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭΦ Governments ς with this proposal - will be able to maintain 
control over their targets and policies to achieve them. Binding provisions on priority access to the electricity 
grid are maintained. 

Members of the European Parliament have opted for a stronger regulation on renewable energy obligation 
in buildings whereby new and refurbished buildings should have a minimum level of their energy coming 
from renewables.  

! ǎǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊŜπŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƳƻǊŜ 
advanced biofuels. The 10% target as proposed by the European Commission is providing this stability. 
However, the Industry Committee undermines this investment security by making the 10% target subject to 
ŀ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΦ .ȅ ƘŀƳǇŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
be the best, not only in sustainable production but also in setting standards worldwide. 

European Institutions will start negotiating to find an agreement on the directive before the end of this year.  

 

¶ Council’s attempts to weaken the RES Directive 

Discussions in Council risk to weaken provisions on priority access to the grid, flexibility mechanisms, 

renewable obligation in buildings, biofuels and the 2020 targets. 

The introduction of review clauses by 2014 on the flexibility mechanisms and on biofuels is particularly 
detrimental to the achievement of the 2020 RES target. The very goal of the Directive is to ensure investor 
confidence to achieve the binding 20% renewable energy target by 2020. With such reviews, security of 

investments is called into question:  With a review clause in 2014, investors will wait to make a decision on 

investment, thereby leading Europe to miss its goals.  

Concerning the cooperation mechanisms, flexibility is left to Member States to use these mechanisms to 
achieve their national targets. No review clause is needed as the use of these flexibility mechanisms is not 
compulsory and they are very well designed. A review of these mechanisms would again lead to discussions 
about national support mechanisms, whereas majority in Council agreed that Member States need full 
control over their mechanisms to meet the targets. Regarding biofuels, strict sustainability criteria will be set 
ensuring sustainable production of biofuels. It is then up to the industry to demonstrate that it can meet 
these criteria and provide the EU with a much needed alternative to fossil fuels in the transport sector. 

 

 

 

 



 
Climate & Energy Package 

 
 

The Vote in the Environment Committee of the European Parliament took place on the 7th of October on the 
review of Emission Trading Scheme and the Carbon, Capture and Storage Directive. EREC welcomes 
provisions favouring 100% auctioning for the power sector, and the earmarking of auctioning revenue to 
climate change mitigation purposes. However, the RES industry is concerned about the amendments 
adopted on double crediting for Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS): Additional free allocations for CCS (so-
called double credits) will cause a disruption of the ETS-market mechanism designed to ensure that emission 
reductions happen as cheaply as possible. EREC is also concerned about excessive access to external credits: 
with the vote, roughly 40% of the emission reduction objective can be reached through external credits 
challenging efforts to be done by Member States domestically. 

The French Presidency and the Council aims at reaching a first reading agreement with the European 
Parliament on the climate and energy package ahead of international negotiations on climate change in 
December.  

 

News from EREC 

 

Emanuela Giovannetti joins the team as Project Manager 

 
 

 

After 4,5 years of fascinating work at the Renewable Energy House, first in ESHA 
as project manager and then in EREC, Maria Laguna is leaving EREC. From 
October Maria will start as renewable energy project officer in the EACI. We wish 
her all the best for the future and we welcome, Emanuela Giovannetti, as new 
project manager in EREC, Emanuela has experience in managing EU-funded 
projects and as an environmental communicator. We would like to welcome 
Emanuela to the Renewable Energy House.  
 

 

 

Project launch: Energy Union 

 

EREC has become partner in a new project. The Energy Union project co- financed by the Intelligent Energy 
Europe Programme started in beginning September 2008. 
 
Energy Union aims to promote the benefits of Intelligent Energy (IE) amongst European youth and policy 
makers in 12 EU countries, to increase the awareness level, and at the same time to mobilise them to take 
action in support of IE. This will be achieved through communicating a clear and encouraging message in the 
frame of a well-ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƻǳǊΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨǊŀƛƭ-ǎƘƻǿΩΦ  
 
The Energy Union Message outlines the mutual benefits of IE, with particular focus to its benefits for climate 
change prevention. It leads to the question why large-scale IE implementation has not been not realised yet. 
In conclusion it calls on youths to take action to adapt IE attitudes and directly address their policy makers to 
support IE. Three innovative promotion tools will be developed to communicate the message to a large 
ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘΥ мΦ tƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦƻǊǳƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
makers, 2. Interactive exhibition 3. Audiovisual music shows. 
 
The project Is coordinated by WIP-renewable Energy in Munich and will run until February 2011. EREC is 
responsible for the campaign message development and in promotion and dissemination activities. For more 
info on the project please visit http://www.erec.org/projects/ongoing-projects/energy-union.html 
 
 
 

http://www.erec.org/projects/ongoing-projects/energy-union.html


 
Project launch: Excellence in Energy for the Tourism Industry (EETI) 
 

EREC has become partner in a new project, Excellence in Energy for the Tourism Industry (EETI). The kick off 
meeting took place in Madrid in October. The EETI project Co ςfinance by the Intelligent energy Europe 
Programme will run for two years.   
 
¢ƘŜ 99¢LΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǎŜƳƛƴate tools and materials to change SME hotels management 
actions and investment decisions in their use of energy; promote the exchanges of know-how and experience 
between SME hotels as energy users, and the suppliers and manufacturers; raising awareness of SME hotel 
managers, decision-makers, staff and consumers; and stimulate establishment of networks with 
commitments to disseminate and promote EE and RE.  
 
EETI project  is coordinated buy United Nations World Tourism organisation (UNWTO), EREC will identify and 
develops a menu of key technologies, equipment, manufacturers, and suppliers to facilitate the integration 
Renewable Energy Technologies in SME hotels, including examples of previous experiences and benefits of 
RET integration in hotels. For more info on the project please visit http://www.erec.org/projects/ongoing-
projects/eeti.html  
 
 

 
 

NEWS from the Renewable Energy House (REH) 

 

Brussels, sustainable city guided tour every Sunday in October 

 
Brussels, sustainable city, in the framework of the City Tours organised by ARAU (Atelier de Recherches et 
ŘΩ!Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ¦ǊōŀƛƴŜǎύ ǘƘŜ w9I ǿƛƭƭ ƻǇŜƴ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
For more information please consult:  http://www.arau.org/ct_home.php 
 
 

 

Upcoming EVENTS 

 
 
 

RES2020 project Workshop, Prague, 10 November 2008 

 
In the framework of the RES2020 project1, a modelling approach is used for the EU27 countries in order to 
examine the targets for renewables for 2020. Four scenarios have been defined in order to examine the 
effect of different policy options on the achievement of the targets set for 2020.  
 
In this context the objectives of the proposed workshop are to: (i)To get feedback from the national experts 
on the model input (potential data, scenarios, policy options etc); (ii) Ensure the direct involvement of 
national experts in the analysis of the scenario results and get their feedback on the results for each of the 
EU27. 
 
The members of the RES2020 consortium will present: (i) The basic principle of the model and the data input; 
(ii) The scenarios definitions; (iii) The set of results regarding the RES penetration in the energy system of 
each of the EU27 countries. 
 
For more information please visit the project website www.res2020.eu 
If you wish to participate in this workshop please send an email to George Giannakidis at ggian@cres.gr 
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Ground-Reach workshop, Karlsruhe, 12 November 2008 

Reaching the Kyoto targets by means of a wide introduction of ground coupled heat pumps (GCHP) in the 
built environment. 
 

 
 
The workshop will have presentations and discussion in 3 sessions: 
 
1st session: POLICY and MARKET:  
Conclusions G-R project; The EGEC Brussels declaration: target 2020; RES Directive: Position of the EGSHP 
Committee; Regulations: the GTR-H project 
2nd session: TECHNOLOGY 
Groundhit conclusions / demo results; Heat pump technology update; Ground coupling technology update; 
hybrid systems (solar, geothermal, biomass) 
3rd session : EDUCATION and TRAINING 
The Geotrainet project ς plans and goals; Experience from teaching on GSHP in Sweden; Practical teaching of 
drilling skills in Germany; Certification of HP installers as an example 
 
 
Programme outile: http://www.dergeothermiekongress.de/ 
 
For further information please contact: 
EGEC (European Geothermal Energy Council), Tel.: + 322 400 10 24, email: info@egec.org 

 

EU Presidency Renewable Energy Policy Forum, Paris, 17 November 2008 

 
The EU Presidency Renewable Energy Policy Forum organized by ADEME and EREC as closing conference of 
RESTMAC project will take place on 17th November 2008 in Paris/France. It will be the opening conference of the 
Renewable Energies, Building Technologies and Energy Management Week organised by ADEME from 17-22 
November 2008. The EU Presidency Renewable Energy Policy Forum will be a high-level event decisive in advancing 
the negotiations on the Directive.  
 
Key stakeholders from policy and industry will debate what is necessary to make this 20 % renewable energy a 
reality. Be part of the discussions on the Renewable Energy Directive which, if timely adopted before elections of the 
European Parliament in June 2009 and adequately transposed in national law, might become the most ambitious 
piece of legislation for renewable energy in the world. 
 
The conference will be organized in the form of moderated panel discussions with high interaction with the 
audience. Roundtables on heating & cooling, electricity and biofuels for transport are foreseen to address the crucial 
questions for further development in each sector.  
 
For further information about the PROGRAMME and Forum REGISTRATION 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.dergeothermiekongress.de/
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http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Events_Documents/POLICY_FORUM_PROGRAMME.pdf
http://www.ademe-energy-letsmoveon.com/registration-and-practical-information/registration.html
http://groundreach.fiz-karlsruhe.de/en/


 
Renewable Energies, Building Technologies and Energy Management week, Paris, 17-22 
November 2008 

 
 
9ƴŜǊƎȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƳƻǾŜ ƻƴΗ ¢ƘŜ first week devoted to renewable energies, 
buildings r-technologies and energy management organised by ADEME. 
Symposiums and Conferences will take place during which renewable 
energies, construction and energy management issues will be reviewed. 
 
For more information: www.ademe-energy-letsmoveon.com/ 
 

 
 

 

SIREME, Paris, 17-19 November 2008 

 
SIREME is the first international trade exhibition for renewable energy 
development, energy management and regional sustainable 
development organised by ADEME and SER. It will take place at CNIT-
Paris La Défense- France with нлл ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ and 15,000 m2 
of exhibition.  

For more information: www.sireme.fr   

  

 

 
3rd European Renewable Energy Policy Conference, Brussels, 9-11 February 2009 

 
 

The 3rd Renewable Energy Policy Conference organised by EREC (European Renewable Energy Council) and its 
partners, will be the major platform for interaction between policy and the renewable energy industry to discuss the 
ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜǎ ƛƴ ά9ƴŜǊƎȅ tƻƭƛŎȅ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέΦ 
 
The Conference will place within the frame of the Czech Republic Presidency of the Council of the European Union. 
The first semester of 2009 will be crucial in finding an agreement on the Energy Package. 

 
The Conference will provide a platform for the sharing of ideas, discussion of concepts and the making of 
recommendations for a future strategy towards a sustainable energy supply. 
 
 

 

For more information: 
 
www.erec.org/policyconference2009 
 

1st Announcement 
 
registration online 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ademe-energy-letsmoveon.com/
http://www.sireme.fr/
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http://www.erec.org/tool-box/conference-registration.html


 
ñInvesting in Sustainable Hydroò, Brussels, 11 February 2009 

 
 

Call for papers open! Workshop taking place during the Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW09) 
 
Event orientated to underline the potential opportunities to develop and invest in a Renewable Sector that can make 
a significant contribution to the achievement of the EU targets on RES for 2020 and to the reduction of CO2 
emissions and climate change by demonstrating how the sector is evolving and complying with sustainability criteria 
towards the environment and the ecosystems. 
 
More info, please consult ESHA website http://www.esha.be or contact Gema San Bruno gema.sanbruno@esha.be 
 
 
 
European Wind Energy Conference & Exhibition (EWEC) 2009, Marseille, 16-19 March, 2009 

 

The conference programme at EWEC 2009 offers a unique opportunity for Europe's decision makers and industry 
leaders to engage in constructive dialogue about the barriers, challenges and benefits of developing and exploiting 
wind energy.  
 
Over four days, 40 sessions and side events will cover every key aspect of the wind energy market ς from technical 
and theoretical to policy and practice. 
 
Join over 6,000 participants ς REGISTER now to:  
¶ Learn about the latest developments in wind energy policy, research and business 
¶ Meet relevant contacts from all over the world 
¶ Develop business with the key players in the wind energy industry 

 
The conference programme will be available online in early December. 
 
Find out more by visiting the website. 
 
 
 

The 4th European Solar Thermal Energy Conference, Munich, 25ï26  May 2009 

 

The estec conference hosted by ESTIF, the European Solar Thermal Industry Federation, has developed into the most 
important platform within the rapidly changing sector.  In the dynamic environment of a fast developing European 
market, estec2009 provides relevant information on markets and trends, technology and policies in the field of hot 
water preparation, space heating and solar assisted cooling.  More than 600 participants from all over Europe and 
beyond will attend the international conference on 25-26 May 2009. 

 
Soon information available at www.estec2009.org 
 
 

European Offshore Wind 2009 Conference & Exhibition, Stockholm, 14-16 September 2009 

 

Stockholm represents the ideal setting for the third bi-annual Offshore Wind /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ϧ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ 
huge potential for offshore wind development and its 2009 Presidency of the EU make it the obvious choice for the 
2009 event. 
 
 
Offshore 2009 will bring together policy makers, technical specialists, operational teams, business leaders and 
academics to deliver the latest developments and discoveries in offshore wind. Find out more by visiting the website 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eusew.eu/
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Past EVENTS 

 

Inauguration of the Renewable Energy House ñextensionò, Brussels, 18th June 2008 

 
The renewable energy sector is growing rapidly and so are the Brussels based renewable energy associations. Two 
years after the move to the Renewable Energy House, EREC and its partners officially inaugurated the extension of 
the Renewable Energy House on 18th June 2008. 
 
 
 

 
 
The reception took place in the presence of HRH the Prince Laurent of Belgium. Arthouros Zervos, President of EREC 
and Bruno Venanzi, Managing Director Lampiris, opened the venue 
 
¢ƘŜ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ IƻǳǎŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ wǳŜ ŘΩ!Ǌƭƻƴ стΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ wŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
EC-IEE funded project New4Old promoting the integration of RES&RUE measures in historic buildings. A network of 
Renewable Energy Houses in Europe is currently under construction.  
 
 

  
 

For more information Renewable Energy House or contact Kim Vanguers vanguers@erec.org 
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