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Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We thank you for the fruitful collaboration during the past year  
and look forward to continuing it in 2009! 

 
 
Your dedicated EREC team 
 
 
 

                                     

                                                           

                          
 

 
       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

POLICY update 

 
 

The European Renewable Energy Industry is delighted to see the Energy Revolution 
starting in Europe! 

Agreement has been reached on the Renewable Energy Directive. άThis European Directive will be the most 
important piece of legislation on renewable energy in the ǿƻǊƭŘέ ǎŀȅǎ 9w9/ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ !ǊǘƘƻǳǊƻǎ ½ŜǊǾƻǎΦ ά²Ŝ 
therefore congratulate the Rapporteur of the European Parliament Claude Turmes, the French Presidency of the 

EU and the Commission. This piece of legislation will inspire other parts of the world to help us achieve a 
ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜέΦ 

For the first time, each Member State has a legally binding renewables target for 2020 along with a clear trajectory 
to follow. By June 2010 the Member States will draw up Renewable Action Plans detailing the ways in which they are 
to meet their 2020 targets, which will then be submitted to the Commission for assessment. They will report on how 
they are doing every two years. These measures will lead to real progress in the 27 countries.  

New cooperation Mechanisms  

Guarantees of origin will now be only used for disclosure. New mechanisms of cooperation between Member States 
and with third countries have been developed, which will permit Member States to reach more easily their targets, 
while pushing for additional investments. Statistical transfer, joint projects and joint support schemes and 
cooperation with third countries (physical electricity to be imported from third countries) will provide for flexible 
cooperation among Member States.  

¦ƴƭŜŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǊŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

Administrative barriers to the use of renewables will be reduced. Better access to the electricity and gas grid and 
central district heating will be provided.  Member States will also have to introduce measures to increase the use of 
renewables in the buildings sector.  

Renewables in transport 

Each Member States has a 10% mandatory target for transport fuels from renewables by 2020 (which includes 
electric cars and trains and biofuels including biofuels produced from waste, residues, non food cellulosic and ligno-
cellulosic material). 

Compared to diesel/gasoline, biofuels will be required to bring about a climate benefit of 35% as from the adoption 
of the Directive, 50% in 2017 and 60% (for new installations) as from 2017. Indirect land use change emissions will be 
defined through a co-decision procedure which shall end in 2012.  

The Commission will report by the end of 2009 on sustainability scheme for biomass. 

Next steps 

On 17th December 2008, the European Parliament voted with an overwhelming majority of 685 for the directiveand 
only 25 votes against. The agreement must be now be accepted by the Counciland will enter into force 20 days after 
ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭΦ 

 

 

 



The European Renewable Energy Council welcomes with mixed feelings the adoption of 
the EU climate package  

 
 

9w9/ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǾƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ 9¦ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ 
emissions by 20% by 2020 compared to 1990 (and 30% if an international agreement is reached in Copenhagen). 
More than  550 MEPs backed the package on Wednesday, while fewer than 100 voted against. However, EREC 
regrets that some important parts of the package have been strongly watered down.  
 

At the heart of the package is the Review of the Emission Trading Scheme (ETS). EREC welcomes the general 
principle of 100% auctioning of CO2 allowances in the power sector which will boost the development of renewable 
energy sources in the electricity sector by giving an effective price on emitting carbon in the power sector. 
 
However, the package is harmed by the large amount of carbon credits allowed from non-European countries: The 
agreement  allows indeed for at least half of the reduction effort to be met by external credits in non-EU countries. 
Domestic reductions to which Europe commits will be close to 8% (and 12% in case there is an international 
agreement). However, to enable the global average temperature increase to be limited to not more than 2°C above 
pre-industrial levels, emissions in industrialised countries must be reduced by 25% to 40% by 2020.  The efforts 
ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ aǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 
right now.  
 

Poznan’s outcome- The views of the renewable energy industry 

Nothing spectacular was expected from the COP 14 in Poznan this year. However, negotiations suffered especially 

from uncertainty on the EU climate and energy package and from the lack of US position. We have seen very little 

progress coming out of the Poznan talks. Some small steps were achieved with the adaptation fund being granted 
legal basis. However, much more is needed.  

 Governments must establish a stringent and stable policy framework for post-2012 as early as possible. The private 
sector is expected to provide the vast majority of the investment necessary for decreasing global emissions to 
sustainable levels. To mobilise the investment, the renewable energy industry needs  much stronger signals. The 
urgency is there. Time is running and the process is too slow: ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀŎcelerate next 
year. Any delay in agreeing strong and legally binding emissions reductions targets for the period after 2012 
threatens the mobilisation of much-needed investment for a sustainable future for our planet. 

EREC together with Greenpeace have provided a blueprint for a sustainable energy and climate pathway. The Energy 
[R]evolution scenario - a global sustainable energy outlook - can be found at www.energyblueprint.info 

 

 

NEWS from EREC 

the European Renewable Energy Council  

 

 

Excellence in Energy for the Tourism Industry (EETI) project officially launched at 2008  

World Travel Market (WTM) 

 
The EETI project, begun on September 2008, was officially launched on 12th November 2008 at the World Travel 
Market (WTM) in London, which is a global event for the travel industry. 
Co-financed by the Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE) Programme, the 2-year-project aims at boosting renewables, 
energy efficiency and a rational use of energy in the accommodatiƻƴ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ 9w9/Ωǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻ 
identify and develop a menu of key technologies, equipment, manufacturers, and suppliers to facilitate the 
integration of Renewable Energy Technologies in SME hotels, including examples of previous experiences and 
benefits of RET integration in hotels. 

http://www.energyblueprint.info/


The project launch was successful, attracting the interest of several stakeholders in the tourism sector who were 
present at the event.   
 

Click here for more info about Tourism Climate Change Solutions: Improving sustainability and competitiveness 
seminar. 

 
 

EREC launched the Technology roadmap 2020 

 

 
 
άwŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ wƻŀŘƳŀǇ ς нл҈ ōȅ нлнлέ 
 
9w9/ άwŜƴŜǿŀōƭŜ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ wƻŀŘƳŀǇ ς нл҈ ōȅ нлнлέ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ on 
17th November 2008 at the opening of the EU Presidency Renewable Energy 
Policy Forum in Paris. 
 
This new Roadmap gives a sectorial overview on how RES industry intends to 
reach the 20% target by 2020, also highlighting more ambitious projections that 
could bring the European renewable energy industry to deliver much more than 
the objective fixed. The Roadmap can be downloaded in English & French  from 
EREC website.  
 

Click here to consult the Roadmap. 
 

 
 
 
 

Creating Markets for Renewable Energy Technologies – EU RES technology marketing 
campaign (RESTMAC) project officially ended 

 
The RESTMAC project, started on 1st June 2006, officially came to an end on 30th November 2008.  
 
Co-financed by the Sixth Framework Programme, RESTMAC aimed at developing and implementing a concise, well-
targeted and thematic approach to ensure the dissemination and uptake of selected RES technologies in the market. 
Led by EREC, the project involved almost all EREC partners ς except for EUREC Agency ς as well as Energy Centre 
Bratislava (ECB), National Technical University of Athens (NTUA), GAIA S.L. Consultores en gestión ambiental and 
Agence de l'Environnement et de la Maîtrise de l'Energie (ADEME).   
 
For further information please visit RESTMAC project website  
 
 
 
 
 

 

NEWS from the REH 

the Renewable Energy House 

 

 
Visits in the frame of EC - EMAS initiative 

Going on a long-lasting success, EC-EMAS renews its initiative to guide the EC staff towards rational use of energy 
and renewable energy use. A new series of visits will allow any interested staff in the EC to visit the REH next year. 
EREC provides them with 2 visits per month in EN & FR ς should any EC staff be interested in visiting the REH, please 
get back to EC-EMAS directly for registration EC-EMAS@ec.europa.eu 
 

http://www.wtmlondon.com/page.cfm/action=Seminars/SeminarID=60
http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Documents/Publications/Renewable_Energy_Technology_Roadmap.pdf
http://www.erec.org/projects/ongoing-projects/restmac.html
mailto:EC-EMAS@ec.europa.eu


 

REH a dynamic and international work environment 

 

The Renewable Energy House ends 2008 with a still increasing number of staff: 97 people coming from 25 countries 
on the 5 continents currently work together within the 16 associations settled into the REH. 
 

More information about the Renewable Energy House  
 
 

 

Upcoming EVENTS 

 
 

Conferenza dell'Industria Solare, Rome, 5-6 February 2009 

 

Conference organized by Solarpraxis in collaboration with ESTELA (European Solar Thermal Electricity Association) 
will offer a unique mix of strategic and practical viewpoints. 
 
Speakers include over 60 leaders and experts from industry and trade, finance, associations, government, public 
agencies, academy, NGOs and other stakeholders from Italy and abroad. They will provide an excellent overview of 
key issues around the development of solar energy in Italy. The conference covers PV, solar thermal and 
Concentrated Solar Power. 
 
Further information about the programme and registration please consult ESTELA website 

 
 
  

 

3rd European Renewable Energy Policy Conference postponed to November 2009 

EREC decided to postpone the 3rd Renewable Energy Policy Conference (originally planned on 9 -11 February 2009) 
to November 2009. The main reason for this was the strategic decision to organise this high-level platform for 
interaction between industry & policy at a moment when the new Commission and the new European Parliament 
will be in place. 

For further information please visit www.erec.org/policyconference2009 

At the same time, EREC has decided to co-organise with the European Commission, DG TREN, the Opening event of 
the Sustainable Energy Week on 9th February 2009.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.erec.org/reh/
http://www.estelasolar.eu/index.php?id=23
www.erec.org/policyconference2009


EU energy & climate package – a new “green deal” for Europe, Brussels, 9 February 2009 

 

OPENING CONFERENCE of the EUSEW 2009 
 

 

 
 

In the Framework of the Czech Presidency of the European Union, EREC in collaboration with the European 
Commission ς DG TREN will organise the EU energy & climate package ς ŀ ƴŜǿ άƎǊŜŜƴ ŘŜŀƭέ ŦƻǊ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ conference 
which will be the opening high-level event of Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW 2009) and will take place the 9 
February 2009. 

Given the considerable ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ ϧ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ tŀŎƪŀƎŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 
institutions, this event will be a major platform for discussions on tƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ & Energy Package, if timely 
adopted and transposed in national law, will make Europe a leader in climate and renewable energy policy in the 
world. 

For further information and preliminary Programme please visit EREC website: www.erec.org 
 
 

 

SET For 2020: Establishing the Solar Europe Initiative, 11 February 2009 

 
 
The conference is jointly organized by EPIA and the European Photovoltaic Technology Platform in the frame of the  
Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW 2009) in Brussels on 11 February 2009.  

The conference will present the objectives and the priorities in the Policy, Technology and Communication fields 
defined by the Photovoltaic Industry. These priorities will be key towards the establishment of the Solar Europe 
Initiative.  

For further information please visit EPIA website: www.epia.org 
 
 

 
Investing in Sustainable Hydro, Brussels, 12 February 2009 

 

9{I! ƛǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άLƴǾŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ IȅŘǊƻέ in the frame of the Sustainable Energy Week 
(EUSEW 2009) in Brussels on 12 February 2009.  
 
Event orientated to underline the potential opportunities to develop and invest in a Renewable Sector that can make 
a significant contribution to the achievement of the EU targets on RES for 2020 and to the reduction of CO2 
emissions and climate change by demonstrating how the sector is evolving and complying with sustainability criteria 
towards the environment and the ecosystems. 
 

For further information please visit ESHA website: www.esha.be 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.erec.org/
http://www.eusew.eu/
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http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.epia.org/index.php?id=3
http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.esha.be/


Photovoltaic Network Integration: Challenges and Opportunities, Brussels, 13 February 
2009 

This event is organizing by EPIA within the framework of the SUNRISE project, financed by the EC / DG TREN and will 
take place during the Sustainable Energy Week (EUSEW 2009).  

Different European Utilities and stakeholders from the energy sector will present the challenges and opportunities 
which they are currently facing in their respective countries with increasing numbers of PV distributed systems. The 
added value of Solar Photovoltaic electricity to the peak power supply will be presented by the PV industry through 
European studies carried out by ISET and IEA PVPS and EU PV Projects such SUNRISE and PV UPSCALE.  

The overall aim of the workshops is to provide a forum for a constructive dialogue between the PV industry and the 
utilities on how the integration of solar photovoltaic systems into the European Electricity supply can be managed in 
a win-win situation for all parties. 

For further information please visit EPIA website: www.epia.org 

 

Mediterranean Solar Plan – a win-win opportunity for everybody, Brussels, 13 February 
2009 

 

EREC is organising ƛƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 9{¢9[!Σ 9tL! ŀƴŘ 9{¢LC ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9¦{9² нллфΣ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ άMediterranean 
Solar Plan ς a win-ǿƛƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅέΦ 
 
The current state of play and key-conditions for success of the Mediterranean Solar Plan will be debated during the 
conference and the following subjects will be covered: 

 Mediterranean Solar Plan ς State of play 

 Key-success factors to make the Mediterranean Solar Plan work 

 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ά9ǳǊƻ-aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ 

 Necessity of intra- and inter-regional knowledge transfer for large-scale renewable energy deployment 

 

For further information please visit EREC website: www.erec.org 
 

 
 
European Wind Energy Conference & Exhibition (EWEC) 2009, Marseille, 16-19 March, 2009 

 

 

The conference programme at EWEC 2009 offers a unique opportunity for Europe's 
decision makers and industry leaders to engage in constructive dialogue about the 
barriers, challenges and benefits of developing and exploiting wind energy.  
 
 

The conference programme overview is now available online. Over four days, more than 50 sessions and side events 
will cover every key aspect of the wind energy market ς from technical and theoretical to policy and practice. 
 
Largest ever exhibition - now over 85% sold out. With over 9,000m² of exhibition space spread over three halls, more 
than 260 exhibitors have already booked.  
 

For further information please visit www.ewec2009.info  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pvsunrise.eu/
http://www.eusew.eu/
http://www.epia.org/
http://www.erec.org/
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The 4th European Solar Thermal Energy Conference, Munich, 25–26  May 2009 

 

     
 
 

Hosted by ESTIF, the European Solar Thermal Industry Federation, in co-operation with the Bundesverband 
Solarwirtschaft and with Intersolar 2009, the European Solar Thermal Energy Conference will be held for the fourth 
time on 25-26 May 2009 in Munich, Germany. 
 
Throughout the last years, this biennial estec conference has developed into the most important information 
exchange platform for the solar thermal energy market, promising a record attendance also in the coming year. 
 
More than 600 participants from all over the world are expected at this must-attend event which provides managers 
and industry experts with latest information not only on markets and trends, but also on technology and policies on 
solar thermal applications ranging from hot water preparation and space heating to industrial process heat and solar 
assisted cooling. 
 
For further information please visit www.estec2009.org 
 
 
 

The 17th European Biomass Conference & Exhibition, Hamburg, 29 June – 3 July 2009 

 

The conference supported by EUBIA is committed towards gathering the best expertise to discuss and analyze the 
present and future dynamics of the global Biomass sector. This international conference is aimed at stimulating 
public discussion and promoting awareness of the biomass community. Scientists, industry, suppliers, funding bodies 
and decision-makers are invited to meet the more than 1,500 expected attendees.   
 
The Exhibition, taking place from 29 June to 2 July in parallel with the Conference, will feature the foremost 
companies and state-of-the-art products in the Biomass industry.  
 
For further information please visit  EUBIA website 
 
 
 

European Offshore Wind 2009 Conference & Exhibition, Stockholm, 14-16 September 2009 
 
Offshore 2009 will bring together policy makers, technical specialists, operational teams, business leaders and 
academics to deliver the latest developments and discoveries in offshore wind. 

 
The call for abstracts for presentations at European Offshore Wind 2009 is now open. Covering a wide range of 
topics, from business and policy to science and technology, the conference programme offers delegates a valuable 
insight into the state-of-the-art of the offshore wind industry. 
 
70% of the exhibition space has already been sold - book your stand now and join the leading players in offshore 
wind energy. 
 

For further information please visit www.offshorewind2009.info 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.estec2009.org/index.asp
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SolarPACES 2009, Berlin, 15-18 September 2009. 

 
 

 
 

SolarPACES 2009 conference (Electricity, fuels and clean water powered by the sun) supports by ESTELA (European 
Solar Thermal Electricity) ƛǎ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǿƘƻ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ 
energy systems.  

SolarPACES 2009 offers a forum for industry, research, politics and financing stakeholders within the framework of a 
scientific conference programme with leading world experts. SolarPACES 2009 looks back on a 30-year tradition of 
conferences in a skyrocketing CSP market. The last meeting in Las Vegas, Nevada attracted almost 500 international 
experts from science, industry, politics and the finance sector. 

For further information please visit www.solarpaces2009.org.  
 
 

 

Past EVENTS 

 
 

EU Presidency Renewable Energy Policy Forum, Paris, 17 November 2008 

 
Organised by EREC, the EU Presidency Renewable Energy Policy Forum, which included the closing conference of the 
RESTMAC project, took place on 17 November 2008 in the framework of the Renewable Energies, Building 
Technologies and Energy Management Week which was held at the CNIT in Paris - La Défense, France from 17-22 
November 2008. 
 
The EU Presidency Renewable Energy Policy Forum was opened by Jean-Louis Borloo, French Minister for the 
Environment, Connie Hedegaard, Danish Minister for Climate and Energy, Claude Turmes, Member of the European 
Parliament and rapporteur for the Renewable Energy Directive, as well as Chantal Jouanno, President of Ademe. The 
conference was a great success, through roundtables on heating & cooling, electricity and biofuels for transport, the 
about 800 high-level decision makers gathered at the event discussed on crucial questions to further develop each 
sector in order to reach the 20 % renewable energy target by 2020.  
 
For further information please visit EREC website www.erec.org or ADEME website http://www.ademe-energy-
letsmoveon.com/ 

http://www.solarpaces2009.org/
http://www.erec.org/projects/ongoing-projects/restmac.html
http://www.erec.org/
http://www.ademe-energy-letsmoveon.com/
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