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NEWS from the Renewable Energy House 
 

Kim Vanguers joins EREC team as Renewable Energy House Manager 

The Renewable Energy House is expanding to Rue dôArlon 67 

Signing ceremony between the Styria region of Austria and Fedarene 

 

 
 

Upcoming EVENTS  
 

EREC organises Renewable Energy Policy Workshop during EUSEW 

HIDROENERGIA 2008 Second Announcement and Call for Papers 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The EREC team wishes you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy New 
Year! We thank you for your collaboration and look forward to continue 

working with you in the future! 
 

EREC and its members have steadily grown over the past twelve months, 
we are therefore proud to announce the extension of the Renewable 

Energy House in early 2008! 
 

mailto:erec@erec.org
http://www.erec.org/


 

POLICY update 
 

Position on Renewable Energy Framework Directive 

This position paper details the measures necessary to ensure that the European Union will meet the 20% renewable 
energy target by 2020. Key points in the paper include sustainability criteria for biomass, the distribution of the overall 
EU target, the future of renewables support schemes, compliance issues and sectoral measures. 
 
EREC underlines the crucial issue of timing in the adoption of the Framework Directive. Any delay in adopting the 
Directive will make the reaching of the 2020 target more and more difficult.  
 
Furthermore, consistent measures for promoting heating & cooling from renewable energy sources are desperately 
needed for a market-uptake of renewables in this important sector, responsible for nearly half of the EUôs energy 
consumption. 
 
 

 Executive summary Position Paper on the RES Framework Directive 

 Position paper on the RES Framework Directive 

 

 

Conditional support to Flexibility mechanism  

Small Member States or Member States with a lower GDP feel the need for more flexibility to achieve the 2020 
targets. EREC fully appreciates these demands provided that existing national support schemes are maintained, 
further developed and not directly or indirectly undermined. Provisions need to ensure that flexibility mechanisms do 
not endanger meeting the overall 20% target. Therefore EREC supports the potential introduction of a flexible 
mechanism allowing exchange or cross-border fulfilment and trading of renewables credits (for target realization), 
provided it is granted under the following boundary conditions: 
 

1. The mechanism must be operated on a Member State level only and not on a company level 
2. National binding intermediate targets must be put in place 
3. The use of such a mechanism should be allowed only after the exporting country has met its national 

intermediate target and is on course to meet its next target. 
4. Only production exceeding the interim target may be transferred 

 

 Position paper on Flexibility mechanisms 

 

EREC reaction to European Commission SET Plan 

Research is vital for the development of new, cheaper and more efficient technologies. The faster the costs of 
renewable energy are reduced, the better we can fight global warming and increase the security of our energy supply. 
EREC welcomes the respective European Wind, Solar, Bioenergy and smart grids Initiatives aimed at mobilizing the 
critical mass of activities and actors in the renewable energy sector. 
 
However, EREC regrets that the heating and cooling sector is not addressed in the SET Plan.  

 Press Release European Strategic Energy Technology Plan 
 

 

Reduced VAT-rates for renewable energy products and services 

The ECOFIN Council - composed by the European Union Ministers of Economic and Financial Affairs ï discussed on 
13 November 2007 the update of the VAT Directive. EREC welcomed the proposal of the French and British 
governments, to allow Member States to apply reduced value added tax (VAT) rates on energy efficient products. 
EREC believes that reduced VAT rates should be applicable to renewable energies as well. 
 

 Press release reduced VAT-rates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Documents/Position_Papers/EREC_position_paper-_executive_summary.pdf
http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Documents/Position_Papers/EREC_Position_Framework_Directive.pdf
http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Documents/Position_Papers/EREC_position_paper_Flexibility_final.pdf
http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Documents/Press_Releases/Press_release_Strategic_Energy_Technology_Plan.pdf
http://www.erec.org/fileadmin/erec_docs/Documents/Press_Releases/EREC_Press_Release_on_VAT_12.11.07.pdf


 

NEWS from the Renewable Energy House 
 
Kim Vanguers joins EREC team as Renewable Energy House Manager 

Since November 2007 Kim Vanguers (pictured here checking the new 15 kW pellet 
boiler) joined the team in the newly created position of Renewable Energy House 
Manager. Her function will be to manage all aspects of the Renewable Energy House as 
well as conduct the visits which have reached a staggering 12.000 people after less than 
two years of operation. Kim Vanguers is an architect specialised in low energy housing. 
Additionally, Ms. Vanguers holds a Master in Environment Management. 
vanguers@erec.org   

 

 
 

The Renewable Energy House is expanding to Rue dôArlon 67 

 
Similar to the ever increasing share of renewables in the European Energy mix, the 
Renewable Energy House is also expanding and the extension will be ready by January 
2008. The extension will result in a total of nearly 3.000 square metres of historical 
monument protected buildings in the center of the European Quarter in Brussels relying on 
100% renewables for all heating and cooling needs. 
 
Similarly to the two initial buildings of the Renewable Energy House, the roof and back 
façade have been insulated with 15 cm mineral wool and 7 cm EPS respectively. A new 

feature in the house will be an additional 15kW pellets boiler which will be equipped with a stirling engine at a later 
stage which will contribute significantly to in-house electricity production.  
 
 
 

Signing ceremony between the Styria region of Austria and Fedarene 

On 28 November 2007, the Renewable Energy House hosted the Signing Ceremony of Franz Voves, Governor of 
Steiermark (one of the nine Austrian Länder) signing the FEDARENE declaration for renewable energy and energy 
efficiency in the presence of Jean-Louis Joseph, President of FEDARENE. Styria is currently producing 60 % of its 
electricity demand with renewable energy sources and is committed to reach 75 % by 2015. In the solar thermal field, 
the region aims at 1 m

2
 of installed solar thermal surface per inhabitant in 2015. The Renewable Energy House was 

the perfect setting for this signing ceremony as it showcases several renewable energy heating applications ñMade in 
Styria.ò 
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